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DETAILED ACTION 

Upon further consideration and search, Examiner has rejected claimed subject 
matter stated to be allowable in the prior Office Action (mailed 1/12/07). For this 
reason, this action is Non-Final, and Examiner apologizes for any confusion and delay. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 4,5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The newly added limitation to claim 1, that the guide member includes a 
releasable anchor extending therefrom, now makes claims 4 and 5 conflict with claim 1, 
since claim 4 and 5 recite the guide member having an aperture, which is not a 
releasable anchor "extending therefrom" as now claimed in claim 1 . 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 



Application/Control Number: 10/711 ,504 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3616 

Claim 14 is unclear. The arrangement of the cosmetic side of the guide member 
and the inboard side of the panel member being "aligned" in the trim configuration is 
unclear. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,4-10,12-15 and 21-23 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Schneider et al. (USPN 6,808,198). 

Schneider et al. discloses a guiding pillar trim (1 13,1 10) for a side curtain airbag 
system (as this is a "curtain" airbag and mounted on the side of the vehicle) of a vehicle 
comprising a panel (113) for covering a vehicle body structure and a guide member 
(110) coupled to the panel and being movable between a trim configuration and a ramp 
configuration. The guide member in the ramp configuration directs the deployment of a 
side curtain airbag in a predetermined direction. The terms "ramp" and "guiding" are 
broad terms that are met by the arrangement of Schneider et al. 

The guide member includes a releasable anchor (portion which engages 1 18b) 
extending therefrom. In cross sectional view (as shown in Figure 3), the guide member 
has at least one aperture formed therein. The panel has at least one releasable anchor 
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(1 18b) for inserting into the aperture of the guiding portion and securing the guide 
portion in the trim configuration. 

The guide member includes a "tether portion" (near 112) that extends therefrom 
for attaching to the panel and securing the guide member in the ramp configuration. 
The panel has a hole for receiving the tether member (the hole receives 1 14a with 
operatively receives the tether member). 

The guide member in the ramp configuration directs deployment of the "side 
curtain" airbag generally away from the seat belt configuration. 

The panel has a "deflecting" surface and the guide member has a "routing" 
surface and the surfaces are "generally aligned" (since this term is broad) in the ramp 
configuration. 

The arrangement of Schneider et aL would have the "cosmetic surface" of the 
guide member and the "inboard surface" of the panel "generally aligned" as Examiner 
best understands the broad limitations of claim 14. 

The guide member has a load receiving portion for receiving a load from the 
"side curtain airbag" and moving the member to the ramp configuration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schneider et al. (USPN 6,808,198). 

Schneider et al. has been discussed in the prior rejection. However, the 
arrangement of Schneider et al. (Figure 3) shows the panel have an extension for 
engaging a release anchor having a aperture of the guide member. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to reverse the connection members, since it has been held that a 
mere reversal of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the 

art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 

The reversal would provide an aperture (in cross section) in the panel for 
receiving a releasable anchor extending from the guide member. 

Claims 1,3-5 and 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over JP1 0-1 38858 in view of Schneider et al. (USPN 6,808,198). 

JP '858 has been discussed in the Office Action mailed 1/12/07. 

JP '858 discloses a guiding pillar trim (34A,32A) for a side curtain airbag system 
of a vehicle comprising a panel (34A) for covering a vehicle body structure and a guide 
member (32A) coupled to the panel and being movable between a trim configuration 
and a ramp configuration. The guide member in the ramp configuration directs the 
deployment of a side curtain airbag in a predetermined direction. The portion (34A) 
covers a portion of the pillar. 



I 
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When the airbag inflates and bends the guide portion (32A), it is considered that 
the guide portion (32A) guides/directs the deployment of the airbag. 

Inherently, the arrangement of JP '858 would be position near a seat belt 
mechanism such that the seat belt mechanism is "adjacent" the trim member since it is 
well known to mount a seat belt to a pillar of a vehicle and therefore the seat belt 
mechanism would be "adjacent" the trim member. 

However, JO '858 does not show a connection between the guide portion (32A) 

and the panel (34A). 

Schneider et al. shows a pillar trim for guiding an airbag as it inflates from a 
vehicle pillar. The pillar trim (113) is connected to the guiding member (110) with a 
releasable anchor inserted (in cross section) into an aperture for securely retaining the 
portion together yet allowing the portion to be separated during inflation of the airbag. 
The structure of this releasable anchoring arrangement and how it relates to Applicant's 
invention has been discussed in the previous rejection. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

■ • 

modify the arrangement of JP '858 by providing a releasable connection between the 
panel and guide member for securely retaining the member in the trim configuration and 
allowing for their separation during deployment of the airbag as taught by Schneider et 
al. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Starner et al. (USPN 6,382,660), Rumpf et al, (USPN 5,899,528). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George D, Spisich whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6676. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00 to 6:30 
except alt. Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pajr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



George D. Spisich 
April 1 . 2007 
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